/ -
-~

-

IOP~SECRET

UNELASSIFIED

HISTORY OF SAC RECONNAISSANCE OPERATIONS:

. 1978, 1979, and 1980 (U)

HISTORICAL STUDY NO. 187 ()

1 June 1982 .

NOT EASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS

contains information
0 contractors or

This docu
not releasab

prohibited without conse f the
Office of the Historian

OFFICE OF ORIGIN:
CLASSIFIED BY:
REVIEW ON:

OFFICE OF THE HISTORIAN

AFR 12-30 before release/P'

01-H0-087 ( RC T )

ki

HQ SAC/HO
Multiple Sources
30 September 2010

OLD RPN: ©4-J070-1860--

RPN:  95-1077-1859 ﬁ n
HEADQQARTERS STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND s¢/twrseserees

UNCLASSIFIED

[
¥

‘.é%his-page is ﬁncléégified)

o940 70@535‘1
82-HA—009

N I

i
e




g0

A
kY

130. | M
UNGLASSIFIED

in the GIANT EXPRESS fragmentary order. The Joint Chiefs of

Staff approved this type of exercise in the early summer of
1980,122 and a crew TDY to Detachment 1, 9th SRW flew an SR-71 to
Diego Garcia on 1 July 1980, The SR~71, without intelligence-
collecting gear, flew south Ffrom Kadena over the South China Sea.
It needed less than two minutes to overfly the Malaysian Peninsula
and to proceed in a southwesternly direction over the Indian Ocean
to Diego Garcia. This mission lasted 4 hours, 24 minutes and
required three mid-air refuelings, two of them made by KC-135Qs
operating from Kadena. Three "Q" model tankers launched from
Diego Garcia to perform the third mid-air refueling, having been
deployed to Diego Garcia from Kadena approximately one week before
the training exercise. Plans originally called for the SR-71 to
return to Okinawa on 2 July, the day after its arrival on Diego

Garcia. - But a ground abort delayed the return flight until 4 July
1980. The redeployment mission, flown over a track slightly

,modified from the deployment route, lasted 4 hours, 45 minutes and

once again required three mid-air refuelings. Three KC-~135Qs
staging from Diego Garcia performed the first one, while tankers
flying out of Kadena made the second and third mid-air

refuelings.123

GIANT REACH

(ﬁé’@sﬁ' Next to the Westerm Pacific, Europe was the second area
of greatest SR-71 operational activity during the three-year
period.124 From RAF Mildenhall, United Kingdom, the SR-71

collected imagery and ELINI‘I— :]

_JFEAC performed this operation, nicknamed GIANT REACH,
according to the guidelines contained in a fragmentary order of the

same name. Unlike at Kadena AB, Japan, where SAC continually kept
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three SR-71ls, there was no permanent SR-71 bperation in Europe.125
Rather, two or three times annually at JCS direction, Headquarters
SAC sent one SR~71 to RAF Mildenhall on short duration deployments
that usually lasted for no more than three weeks each. Twice in
1978 and three times in 1979 and in 1980, an SR-71 deployed to

RAF Mildenhall. From this base near Cambridge, the supersonic

aircraft performed round robin ELINT and imagery-collecting

missiong_f__
- w

2

( /)48 On six of the eight GIANT REACH deployments which
occurred during the 36-month peried, the SR-71, along with other
national and theater reconnailssance assets, monitored the Soviet
Union/Warsaw Pact spring and autumn troop rotations. The
Strategic Reconnaigsance Center normally scheduled each GIANT

REACH deployment and redeployment sortie as a PARFRO mission._r' ’

____J 27 0On most of the GIANT REACH deployments,
Headquarters SAC activated the portions of the Mildenhall-based
Mobile Processing Center (MPC II) needed to program the SR-71l's
several computer-driven gubsystems, to process the high resolution
radar collections, and to make a preliminary readout of the ELINT
collection, with a more detailed ELINT analysis taking place back at
Beale's Central Processing Facility and at the 544th Strategic

Intelligence Wing, Offutt A¥B, Nel:n:as?.(a.}'28 RADINT and ELINT were

the objectives on nearly all of the SR-71's European so;:ties.129
Phcotographic collection, extremely limited due to the poor

visibility common to the European collection area, was forwarded
to the 497th Reconnaissance Technical Group at Shierstein, West

130

Germdny for processing.
\5{) 45 NOFORN) Six of the eight GIANT REACH deployments made

during the three-year period monitored the spring and autumn Warsaw

Pact troop rotations I: ) ]
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. o _“_jf731 One

special SR-71 deployment occurred in March 1979, when the JGS

directed SAC to send the supersonic aircraft to RAF Mildenhall to

It
(v) {SYROFPORN) 4And in December 1980, anticipating possible Warsaw

Pact intervention into strike-torn Poland, the JCS instructed SAC

to deploy an SR-71 to RAF Mildenha%}rjﬁq

i ! . . . :
__’J'd33 National intelligence users believed it

probable in December 1980, that Warsaw Pact forces would invade

fly what turned out to be a single photo mission [:
|
|

Poland to help Poland's Communist government intimidate the
nationwide, independent trade uniom, Solidarity, which had been
formed in August 1980. On 8 December, the Soviet Union, East
Germany, and Czechoslovakia called up military reservists amid
growing internatiomal speculation that the Warsaw Pact would
invade Poland under the pretense of conducting military maneuvers.
There were precedents for this type of Soviet intervention: recall
that in August 1968, the Soviet Union had sent Red Army tanks into
Czechoslovakia and, in late 1979, Soviet troops had invaded
Afghanistan under the guise of restoring political stability. The
Russians, moreover, were still fighting Afghan guerrillas at the

end of 1980,
(&) (SLNOFORNAMNINTEL) j _—
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ﬂt_ﬂ_ } A GIANT REACH mission flown as briefed on

30 April 1980 is representative of the 28 other such missions that

the SR-71 flew during the 36-month period, round-robin from RAF

Mildenhall I

‘ .
. o The mission lasted for 2 hours, 40 minutes,

and KC-135Qs operating from RAF Mildenhall refueled the SR-71 twice
over the North Sea before and after the supetsonic aircraft

entered and departed [:; &;] 137

()

gave increased attention in the late years of the 1970s to the

National intelligence users

SR-71's high resolution radar as an intelligence~collecting system
in Europe as well as in the Western Pacific. Stimulating this
interest were the sensor's unique performance characteristics,

notably its ability to collect usesble imagery [; ‘;]
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{:; HJS} great interest, especially to the Chief of Naval
Operations, was the Kola Peninsula.138 Bordered by Finland to

the west, the Kola Peninsula extended in a southeastern direction
into the Barents Sea. The Soviet Union's Northern Fleet, the
largest of its three fleets and its most powerful strike force, was
headquartered at Severomorsk on the periphery of the peninsula's
Kola Gulf. Approximately 100 nuclear submarines were assigned to
the Northern Fleet, accounting for two thirds of all the Soviet
Union's nuclear subs. The majority of these submarines were based

in the Kola Gulf area. The warm Gulf Stream kept the Kola Gulf

‘naval facilities ice~free the year-round, enabling the submarines

to move at anytime of year from their berths into the Barents

Sea and the Norwegian Sea from which the subg could launch their

4,800-mile-range SLBMs to targets in the United States.139

(_Q{) LGNOFORN) In May 1978, Admiral James L, Holloway I1I, Chief

of Naval Operations, asked the Defense Intelligence Agency to
validate a requirement to have the SR-71 Ely‘j—

. *_J_En the

Barents Sea area for most of the year, rain, fog, persistent cloud
cover, and Arctic winter darkness precluded the collection of
useable photography. And even on bright days, the sun angle in
the Barents Sea aréa was often too low for the collection of high-
resokution photography.lao .
K}D (S/FOFORN) Given other SR-71 commitments, SAC did not have
enough SR=71s in 1978 to fly [

h:kBut DIA's validation of the CNO requirement would be

UNCLASSIFIED
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the first step toward obtaining additional SR-71s and possibly

135.

even securing British approval for a permanent SR~71 operation at
RAF Mildenhall. An 3R~71 beddown in the United Kingdom was
really necessary if SAC were to support the level of European
RADINT tasking that Admiral Holloway was seeking, DIA validated
the Navy's requifement for the seven monthly missions but recom—

mended that the SR~71 fly several evaluation sortieg_J——

——re

m———eray

-

(¥ ¢5/NORFORN) The SR-71 sent to RAF Mildenhall in October-
November 1978 to cover the autumn troop rotations [:;
:JThe Kadena-based SR-71ls

collected RADINT | :] |
I:; ! To help produce the best ‘

posgible imagery, the Strategic Reconnaissance Center used tracks

that optimized the high resolution radar's aspect angle with the

preprogrammed targets.l42

((J) £S/NorerNy RADINT interpreters assigned to the 9th Reconmais-
sance Technical Squadron at Beale and the 5344th Aerospace Recon~

naigssance Technical Wing at Offutt AFB analyzed the imagery
collected on these missions [;_ ’
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page 136 corresponding picture to description
written below is denied

©)
8> In the spring of 1979, the Strategic Reconnaissance Center
prepared this track (#X-048) which enabled the SR-71 }‘ ~
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QQS=Z;+NeFeRﬁ9 Once SAC and Navy intelligence specialists had
completed their study of the [ ﬁi]imagery, a conference
convened at Headquarters”SAC in mid-Novembér 1978, to assess the
evaluation and to recommend a pattern for future SR-71 RADINT
operations Z:\ _;] A Defense Intelligence Agency
representative chaired this meeting whose principal participants
repregented SAC, the Navy, Headquarters USAF, Headquarters European
Command, and the Navy's Atlantie Command.144 The attendees
unanimously agreed that the SR~71's high resolution radar was the
ideal reconnaissance system for monitofingj’“ :]
[:~ - __J-But
the Navy spokesmen hastened to add that a precise number of

monthly RADINT sorties could not be specified under present
circumstances. For starters, SAC had only eight SR-71As authorized,
and these aircraft were already committed to other requirements:

Western Pacific operations, the Single Integrated Operational Plan,

UNELASSIFIED
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contingencies, the Strategic Projection Force, two or three annual
deployments to RAF Mildenhall, and of course training operations

at Beale. Secondly, certain variables, difficult to anticipate,
determined [:_ _} data
that the Navy required at any given time. These variables included
the weather, the degree of political tensions, and the extent of
worldwide Soviet [ )} activity that collateral intelligence
sources provided. MNevertheless, the Navy representatives readily

endorsed the requirement for frequent SR-71 RADINT surveillance ¢ ’T

2

+
P

(&) 33 To achieve these objectives, beginning in the spring of

1979 Headquarters SAC scheduled the SR-71 to collect RADINT in the
Barents Sea on two to four of the miésions that were flown during each
GIANT REACH deployment. To further satisfy the Navy's requirement

for Barents Sea imagery, SAC performed three SR-71 RADINT/ELINT
sorties round-robin from Beale to the Barents Sea (once in 1979 and
twice in 1980), the first such missions ever flown. And in the

spring of 1979, the Strategic Reconnaissance Center developed a new
track that enabled the SR-71 to collect RADINT/ELINT | j

on the same mission. Besides providing more frequent HRR coverage
[; ;:]the new track was in keeping with the SRC's
practice of making maximum use of limited SR-71 resources. When
the SR-71 flew this [:ﬁ SO N ‘:]track round-robin from
RAF Mildenhall, the sortie lasted for approximately seven hours,

if flown as briefed, and required four mid-air refuelings;l

W S [~
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(5)) $8). Because of the high resolution radar's proven effective-
ness [:;. ’ . n:] the JCS
instructed SAC to deploy an SR-71 to RAF Mildenhall on 12 December
1980 for the SR-71's third European deployment of 1980. The JCS
directed this deploymert in response to a Commander in Chief,
Atlantic request that the SR-71 monitoi_{ﬂ :]

I:;_ “_Jnag The Navy

L

¥ Qﬂﬁ Flown according to the GIANT REACH fragmentary order that

(&) outlined the procedures for SR-71 contingency operations in
Europe and/or the Middle East, either from Mildenhall or
round-robin from the CONUS,

UNCLASSIHED
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4 page 140 corresponding picture to
- 7 below description is denied

, €
) .
¢ Gé%HGPGRHQ On 13 July 1979, an SR-71 flew a round robin sortie

from Beale AFB to the Barents Sea in support of a SAC

! worldwide nuclear readiness exercise GLOBAL SHIELD t79.
In the course of the 10 hour, 4 minute missiom, the
8R-71's high resolution radar collected {~
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wanted this coverage because it believed it likely that Russian
military forces would occupy strike-ridden Poland to help Poland's
Communist government put down a popular and well-organized trade
union movement. The Mildenhall-based Mobile Processing Center was
activated to support this GIANT REACH deployment.

{2)€s> On the 12 December 1980 Beale-to-Mildenhall deployment
sortie, the SR-71 collected RADINT and ELINT of the [:
i ':] The aircraft
completed six Mildenhall round robin. missions before the end of

1980. Twice the SR-71 collected ELINT and HRR imagery in the

[ _J;Bf the four remaining sorties, the aircraft collected
RADINT and ELINT, three times by operating only S :]

E ' Dup;na +Jj.‘s
third GIANT REACH deployment of 1980, [~ —

——

| The
e el .
national intelligence community used these collections, along with
the collections provided by other national reconnaissance systems, to

assess the Soviet Union'’s intentions toward Poland.lso

GIANT REACH Special Mission: 21 March 1979.

(&) Goerer®  All but one of the operational reconnaissance

migsgions flown by the Mildenhall-based SR-71 during the three-year

period monitored Soviet/Warsaw Pact military force status.151 On

IMCLASSIFIED
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a single GIANT REACH sortie, the SR-71 operated in the airspace of

four countries never before overflown by SAC reconnaissance

aircrafe. [
3
—_—
‘ Begides the intelligence derived from the

overflight, General Ellis called the mission a significant contri-
bution to projecting an American military presence in the Indian
Ocean and Middle East areas.153

\Li) €5/NePOR)  Situated at the tip of the Arabian Peninsula at
the southern approach to the Red Sea, North Yemen and South Yemen
bordered oil-rich Saudi Arabia. An Arab nation friendly to the
United States, Saudi Arabia was the largest foreign supplier of
oil to the U.S. and, for several years, it had been a moderating
influence within the OPEC** o0il cartel. Throughout the 1970s
South Yemen had received military aid from the USSR and China. And
it had repeatedly tried to undermine the moderate government of
North Yemen, even going so far as to send assassins to murder
prominent North Yemeni political figures. Saudi Arabia had close
ties with North Yemen but not with the left wing goéérnment of
South Yemen, Enmity between the two Yemens came to a head on

24 February 1979, when South Yemen invaded North Yemen. The Saudi
government, already menaced by internal subversive elements, faced
a new dilemma: a united Yemen under a Marxist government would
further threaten its own political stability.l54 According to the
Defense Intelligence Agency, the Saudi royal family was much
troubled by the fact that South Yemen had invaded North Yemen even

*# (U) Yemen Arab Republic (North Yemen) and the People's
Democratic Republic of Yemen (South Yemen).

%% (U) Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries.
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as the South Yemeni foreign minigter was in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia's
capital city, pledging that his government would support Arab
League arbitration of the problems that existed between North
Yemen and South Yemen.155

04)654, Capitalizing upon the SR-71's ability to respond on short

notice,l

__IEEe JCS directed Headquarters
SAC to deploy an SR-71 to RAF Mildenhall on 12 March 1979.156 This
special deployment todk place approximately one month before the
supersonic aircraft was scheduled to arrive in England to cover the
spring 1979 Warsaw Pact troop rotations.157
(W) €33~ Since 1976 the SR-71 had flown operational missions Ffrom
England, but before March 1979 the aircraft had covered only Soviét
and Warsaw Pact military objectives.l58 The GIANT REACH fragmentary
order, however, contained the guidance that would be followed in
the event the JCS directed the SR-71 to collect intelligence in the

Middle East by flying round robin from RAF Mildenhall.liijm |

-~

they actually directed that only one such sortie be flown.ls} SAC
launched this single, GIANT REACH special mission against the

UNELASSIFIED
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backdrop of fluid diplomatic events., As a result of persistent
discussions betweén Arab League representatives from Syria, Iraq,

and Jordan and officials from North Yemen and South Yemen, the

two warring nations agreed on 2 March 1979 to a cease-fire that took

effect on the next day.16 And on 16 March 1979, North Yemen and

South Yemen further agreed to begin ﬁithdrawing their forces from
each other's territory and to complete the withdrawal by 23 March
1979. An Arab League supervisory committee was responsible for
overseeing the withdrawals, But the Arab League's oversight
proved easier to pledge than to bring off, gince the supervisory
committee, had only a few jeeps for its 80 members to use in
patrolling both sides of the rugged 350-mile border which separated

North Yemen from South Yemen.l63

W) (7 vores) Despite the 2 March ceasa-fire agreement, collateral

intelligence sources advised the Defense Intelligence Agency thatr

fighting was still under way in the Qatabah and Harib regions of

North Yemen where most of the war had been fought.164)
oG .
EI)@SJ As with other SR-71 missions ?Sj'“ T
—
6 - , o oaa - . “__'_.4
. With clouds covering approximately 45 percent of

the target area, photo interpreters judged the quality of the
photography "fair.' n167 They observed no military activity at any
of the 24 primary targets. Clouds masked Aden as the SR-71 over-
flew it, and as a result, no targets could be identified in and

around the city. Photography from the 21 March 1979 mission enabled

UNCLASSIFIED
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page 147 corresponding picture denied

CLASSIFIED BY MULTIPLE SOURCES:
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the National Photographic Interpretation Center in Washington, D.C,
to conclude that South Yemen had indeed pulled all of its forces
out of the Qatabah and Harib reglons.lésjgi

(}4)654‘ Strategic Reconnaissance Center planners had designed the
mission track so that the SR*?LJH ::]
J:i qﬁﬁ[ﬂAs was
the case whenever the SR-71 operated in a new world area, the U.S,
State Department needed time (on this occasion only a few days) to
obtain the appropriate diplomatic clearances from the friendly

nations to be overflown, Italy, a NATO ally, allowed the SR=71_
to be refueled over Sicilx;jd

___!An&

the Egyptian government of Anwar Sadat, which in 1979 was working

closely with Presideat Jimmy Carter to achieve a lasting peace in
the Middle East,, ]

%;;QEE%RNQ

I

Photo interpreters used this photography to identify a
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recently arrived shipment of Soviet military equipment at Aseb and
counted approximately 25 medium tanks and aine field artillery guns
on the dock. The shipment constituted yet another increment of the
USSR's continuing supply of arms to Ethiopia.171

{¥) TS The 21 March 1979 mission, which covered more than 8,000
miles, required six mid-air refuelings. The SR-71's specially
equipped KC~135Q tankers refueled the reconnaissance aircraft twice,
in each of three refueling areagJ_‘ ;:T
[ jKC—l 350s
operating from RAF Mildenhall refueled the SR-71 shortly after
takeoff over the Atlantic Ocean off England's southwestern coast.
Tankers assigned to Detéchment 2, 306th Strategic Wing at Zaragoza AB,
Spain, performed the second refueling over Sicily, while "A" model
tankers TDY from RAF Mildenhall to Cairo International Airport
refueled the SR-71

|
L - _ﬁankers

from the same operating locations repeated these refueling proce—

dures on the same refueling tracks during the SR-71's homeward

Jjourney to the United Kingdom.l72
e
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